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tive furniture. What was once Richard Burton, and later Chatter
ton’s master bedroom, is now the Celestial Suite, perhaps the most
magnificent of the accommodations. Situated as the top floor of the
main villa, the suite is accessed by a stair walkway that aspires to
a large veranda complete with a tiled bar area, a small dining table
with chairs, a tiled water fountain shrouded by vibrant magenta
bougainvillea, thatched roofs, and an almost 360-degree view of
the historic city, the mountains to the mainland, the glimmering
ocean, and the jagged bluffs that dramatically plunge to draw the
two together. The view is, quite simply, breathtaking.

And though youd likely never want to leave the outdoor oasis,
the suite continues on through large, glass-paned French doors

with dark wood framing into a spacious bedroom with a hand- .

carved four-post bed, expansive windows on either wall opening
out to overlook the palatial reception area to the east and the
setting sun over the ocean to the west.

Beyond the bedroom, the bathroom offers a hand-painted
Mexican tile sink, basin, and an open walk-in shower as well as
an oversized hand-carved armoire that seems almost designed for
the tiled walls that frame it. Breakfast is conveniently served on
the veranda dining table each morning, and as the comfort and
scenic views from this suite are so alluring, lunch and dinner room
service often follow.

Youd think Chatterton had enlisted an army of interior design-
ers to help swath the hotel in rare antique gems from around the
country, the truth is, Chatterton did most of it herself — and with
no experience. And though she has enjoyed the hospitality side of

tigues and-elaborate decor as'y
enda San-Angel, it is clear gues
ng boutique hotel experience.

providing her guests with a relaxing stay, the most rewarding part of
beginning this hotel, has been in discovering her passion for design.

“I did all of the design mainly from looking at books at first,”
says Chatterton. “I'd see pictures and say, let’s do this here and
that there. Eventually, I didn’t need books. I started to just get an
eye for what [ thought would work in the spaces I had.”

For Chatterton, the experience of starting literally from scratch
with the whole hotel — she had to rebuild much of it from the
ground up — was thrilling. Something she never would have
dreamt of doing before, but a newfound love that gave her new
inspiration.

“Everything here has been a new experience for me. I think
that’s why I found I just couldn’t stop. It just gave me such fulfill-
ment and pleasure. Today, it makes me so happy to hear my guests
comment on how much they love how the place looks.”

In 2011, Chatterton’s passion will be revealed in her next bou-
tique hotel endeavor. She has purchased the two properties shared
by Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor when Burton was film-
ing, Night of the Iguana. The two homes are across the street from
each other and are joined by a bridge. This location will offer 10
guest suites and a new restaurant and will be named Hacienda Del
Puente, House of the Bridge.

“I guess you could say I've gotten carried away with all of this.
But it really brings'me such joy to create these beautiful places for
people to enjoy,” says Chatterton. “I love making a little escape for
people and having a restaurant onsite and the pools, gardens, and
spa amenities makes it so that people almost never want to leave.” et
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